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NOTES ON THE BATTLE OF GERMANTOWN. 

[The following notes on the battle of Germantown have been trans- 
lated from " Journal und Eelationen von den Maneuvres der Englischen 
Armee in Amerika unter dem General Howe," u. s. w., of the Hessian 
Captain Friedrich Ernst von Muenchausen, who served on Gen. Howe's 
staff from November 18, 1776, to May l2, 1778.] 

On the 4th of October, I rode very early toward Philadel- 
phia, to arrest, by command of my General, a man named 
Reichel, who was in hiding there. In the previous war he 
was lieutenant and regimental quartermaster in the Bruns- 
wick " "VVittorfschen" battalion, came here two years ago, 
and has ever since been with the quartermaster general of 
the enemy, whose name is Lutterloh, and who was also in 
the Brunswick service, and has been employed in his de- 
partment. I was close to Philadelphia, about half past five 
o'clock in the morning, when I heard cannon shots behind 
me. I hastened as quickly as possible to the quarters of 
Lord Cornwallis, who was still sleeping, charged one of his 
adjutants to warn him quickly of the firing, and to have 
Mr. Reichel arrested. I then returned to my General. 
Knowing that he is always to be found where the sharpest 
firing is, I rode there without inquiring concerning his 
whereabouts, and found him. 

Yesterday afternoon, General Washington assured his 
whole army, which is again over 20,000 strong, that Bur- 
goyne was entirely conquered, that on account of the many 
detachments sent to Philadelphia, Wilmington, Billings- 
port, etc., we were not 6000 strong here in the camp, and 
that we had sent away in these detachments our very best 
troops. Now was the time to conquer Howe completely 
and he promised to lead them into Philadelphia the next 
evening, if they would march out bravely and quietly like 
true soldiers. Thereupon he had rum given out to them 
and last evening at six o'clock he marched against us, hav- 
ing left behind a few thousand men with the baggage, the 
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tents, etc., in his camp, fifteen miles from our outposts. A 
little before setting out, he detached 600 men with 4 can- 
nons and ordered them to attack sharply and with great 
noise, the next morning one hour before daybreak, our left 
wing where the Hessian Jaegers were posted on the Schuyl- 
kill. "Washington himself marched the entire night, halted a 
few miles from our outposts, had rum again served out, and 
then formed into line the column which was to attack our 
right wing, that is, the Guard and the 1st Battalion of Light 
Infantry. With the other two columns he attacked our 2nd 
Battalion of Light Infantry, which, as I had commanded, 
had advanced somewhat beyond our line and stood at an 
outpost. On account of the very dense fog and the extraor- 
dinary silence which the enemy observed, we were not 
aware of them until they fell upon us. The Light Infantry, 
as may readily be conceived, was forced to yield, but formed 
again when the 5th Regiment of the 2nd Brigade came up in 
good order. For some time they held in check the closely 
pressing enemy, but after much loss they, too, had to yield. 
At this time I arrived and was astonished to see what I had 
never before beheld, namely, the English fleeing. By com- 
mand of my General, who was here, the 40th Regiment 
arrived at this critical moment. Col. Musgrave, who com- 
manded it, saw the Light Infantry and the 5th Regiment 
fall back in confusion ; he sent forward half of his regiment 
to support these, while he threw himself, with the other 
half, into a massive building which lay between the streets 
through which the two columns of the enemy marched. 
This conceived and bravely executed plan of Col. Musgrave 
was of vast service to our corps. The enemy which had 
thought to force him back, hesitated so long over this move 
that Cen. Howe, who had again been repulsed, gained suffi- 
cient time to form into line the rest of the 2nd Brigade, the 
1st, 4th, & 3rd Brigades, besides the Hessian Body-Guard, 
and soon afterward put the enemy to flight. While this 
had been going on, our Jaegers on the left wing had been 
attacked by the 600 men who had been sent by Washington 
over the Schuylkill, whereupon the General had been 
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induced to send to the Jaegers as support a Hessian Grena- 
dier Battalion which had remained behind in the camp, and 
Donop's Regiment, which, with the Grenadiers, were at 
first to have gone forward, but had had to fall back on the left 
wing of the Hessian Body-Guard and form a line on a height 
to cover our left flank. At this same time, they attacked 
our Guard, the 1st Battalion of Light Infantry and 
Whym's Corps, while they moved quite perceptibly to the 
left, as if they would outflank our right wing. There also 
they were forced to yield, in which repulse the arrival of 
the English Grenadiers and a battalion of Hessian Grena- 
diers aided greatly, which Grenadiers could see the rebels 
coming. Cornwallis left behind in Philadelphia a battalion 
of Hessian Grenadiers, also the two English regiments 
which were detached yesterday to the other side of the 
Schuylkill and which had been quickly brought back to 
Philadelphia. 

The Hessian Grenadier Battalion arriving from Philadel- 
phia had to take its ground between Donop's Regiment on 
one side and our Jaegers and the Grenadier Battalion 
" Minningerode," which was with the Jaegers, on the other. 

* * * ***** 

The most of the enemy retired by two roads, over which 
we pursued them. On one road they were followed up by 
Gen. Howe and Lord Cornwallis, with the English Grena- 
diers, the Dragoons, 2 English Brigades and the 2nd Battal- 
ion of Light Infantry ; and on the other road, by Gen. 
Grant, who had under his command, 2 English Brigades, 
one battalion of Light Infantry, and Whym's Corps. 

The Hessian Jaegers and 2 battalions of Hessian Grena- 
diers remained to protect the left wing; Donop and the 
Hessian Body-Guard and the 40th Eegiment of the English 
remained in the neighborhood of Chestnut-hill and back 
toward Germantown, all of these under the command of 
Gen. von Knyphausen. 

The English Guard, under command of Gen. Matthews, 
remained on the right wing and back toward Phila- 
delphia. 
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On each road we pursued the enemy more than nine 
miles beyond our outposts ; but we could not overtake them 
nor capture their cannon, which they had sent on ahead 
before their corps retired. Moreover, the roads were very 
good and their army did not lack good horses. We have 
387 killed and wounded, of whom 35 are officers, among 
these the English Gen. Agnew and 2 colonels killed. The 
Hessians have only 14 killed and wounded, of whom Gen. v. 
Stirn, who received a contusion on the left arm, is the only 
officer. Our loss is therefore comparatively small. Of the 
enemy, we have buried over 300, and have captured 438, 
among whom are 47 officers. The enemy have carried away 
with them a multitude of wounded men, as we could judge 
from the quantity of blood along the entire way over which 
we pursued them. Added to these the great number of 
them who desert when the firing begins, their loss is con- 
siderable. Some of their ammunition wagons fell into our 
hands. Everybody acknowledges that "Washington's project 
was well conceived. Through his able spies, he was fully 
aware of our position. He knew that on account of our 
having sent away some of our detachments, our defense was 
entirely in one line in our now more than ever too roomy 
camp, and that consequently we could, without breaking 
this line, send no regiments to the place where he might 
attack us. Accordingly he had formed the project of alarm- 
ing us first through the false attack on the left wing ; as we 
should probably march thither when we heard his four can- 
non firing in rapid succession (for which his people had 
especial orders) then the two columns should attack us in 
the middle and either overthrow us, or in case we should 
draw away our right wing to support the middle, his 3rd 
column which should then first attack us, could easily over- 
throw our weakened right wing and come up through Ger- 
mantown to our rear. 

In order to alarm likewise the garrison in Philadelphia, 
Washington, when he attacked us, had some 100 militia 
appear before Philadelphia, both the other side of the Dela- 
ware on the Jersey side and also the other side of the 
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Schuylkill. Lord Cornwallis, who soon noticed that these 
were only false attacks, came quickly up, as I have already 
said. 

That night the Grenadiers returned to Philadelphia. In 
the evening after dinner, Gen. Howe, a good opportunity 
offering through the day's losses, again invited me to enter 
the English service. I will first wait to see if Gen. von 
Jungheim at Oassel, who up to this time has looked out for 
me, will not form a company for me ; I think that would 
be just as good as being Major in the English service. 



